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Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever 
I have said unto you” (John 14: 
26). 
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“For me, it’s a great comfort to know that I will 
be receiving a good income from my Moody 
Gift-Annuity, year after year—as long as I live. 
The checks never vary and they’re always on 
f time. 
“But of even greater satisfaction to me, as a 
Christian and former student of MBI, is the 
inner joy that comes from knowing that a por- 
tion of this money is at work Now for the 
Lord...helping to bring the message of sal- 
vation to the lost through the ministry of 
Moody trained missionaries, pastors, teachers 
and church workers—as well as through the 
Institute’s other world-wide ministries.” 


the Lord’s work. 


‘“‘When you’ve experienced the 
blessings of a Moody Annuity, 
you like to tell others” 


-.. says Miss M, 








Christian stewards 
are also putting surplus 
funds in the 
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CURRENTLY 3Y INTEREST 
PAYING 2 per year 


You are guaranteed a fair return 
on your money, with the privilege 
of withdrawal in case of emer- 
gency. Deposits, in multiples of 
$100, may be made at any time. 
Check coupon for complete de- 
tails on this plan. 


You, too, can experience the same blessings... and enjoy the 
same generous, dependable income (up to 81%4% return, depend- 
ing on age — much of which is tax exempt)—that have come ta 
Miss M. through her partnership with Moody Bible Institute in 
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Letters From Readers 





I want to thank you very much for 
using improved paper for THE SUNDAY 
ScuHoot Trmes. I appreciate very much 
the whiter, heavier, and more durable 
paper that you are now using. It is 
much easier to read and I am sure it 
will give longer life. Much of the print- 
ing is underlined after I get through 
reading it, and then I file my copies 
for future reference. 

Teaching is my job and I enjoy it so 
much. I am a teacher in our local 
high school and also teach an adult 
Sunday school class at our Methodist 
Church. THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times is 
a great help in the preparation of the 
lesson week by week. Aside from the 
lesson material, the articles are splen- 
did. In the April 9 issue, the editorial 
by L. Nelson Bell, M.D., entitled, “Love,” 
has been most enlightening and help- 
ful—Mary C. Steltzer, Ridgway, Pa. 
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Godproof 


Down the years of history, God has broken into the lives 
of men and nations to make known His will, to judge man’s 
sin, and to pour out His blessing. God has been known as 
the God of time and space as well as the God of eternity. 
He is the ruler of nature. He is the disposer of men. By 
sunshine and harvest as well as by flood and famine, man 
has known his dependence upon the Ancient of Days. Our 
fathers knew this God of providence. They feared Him. 
They trusted Him. ‘They served Him or they sought to 
flee from His presence. 
of the living God. The voice of the Psalmist was the voice 
of human experience. “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? 
or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up 
into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold 
thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me” (Psa. 139: 
7-10). The cry of Job in the midst of sorrow almost too 
deep for words is the voice of the man who knows he needs 
the living God: “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, 
and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord... . 
What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil?” (Job 1:21; 2:10b.) This is the cry 
of mankind in the hand of Almighty God. Yes, in days 
long past God was the great undergirding reality of all 


Always there was the consciousness 


human existence. But times seem to have changed. Today 
“there is no fear of God” before our eyes (Rom. 3:18). Even 
the atheists cannot get a hearing. People virtually are say- 
ing, ‘““Why argue about the existence of God? God does not 
matter. We now almost completely can control our environ- 
ment.” People are even dreaming of weather control. 
Chemists are substituting their synthetics for natural prod- 
ucts. Sheep and silkworms are threatened with obsolescence. 


The hazards of life, even the hazards of God’s blessings and 


judgments, at least in part, seem to have been removed by 
the guaranteed income, every imaginable type of protection, 
accident and life insurance, and the guarantees of the welfare 
state from the cradle to the grave. We do not need God. 
We have Social Security. Even the last great enemy of man- 
kind—death—masquerades in the painted and perfumed 
hypocrisy of the undertaker’s parlor while our fears are 
dulled by the soporific of flowers and soft music. The 
image makers of western civilization are busy with their 
world of make-believe. Things as they are, are forgotten in 
the “brave new world” of man’s own making. Man as an 
individual created in God’s image, with the sun and wind 
and rain beating upon his face, man upon his knees before 
God, this man is being destroyed. The modern man is a 
conformist. ‘The mass man of the modern state, the con- 
trolled man, the robot man, the man whose God is security 
and comfort, the man of the all-sufficient paternalistic state, 
this is the man of the future. This man does not know God. 
He can scarcely hear His voice. This man feels no need 
of God, no need of His help, His mercy, His blessing. He 
never cries, ‘““Rock of ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself 
in Thee,” because he is almost Godproof. 
and securities of modern life have so insulated man from 
life’s hazards and uncertainties that man imagines he is proof 
against “acts of God,” disaster, loss, suffering, by which he 
may learn his dependence and need, and which often have 
caused him to turn to God, who alone is man’s refuge and 
strength. Perhaps we should pause and ask ourselves: Are 
the benefits and blessings of modern life true benefits 
after all? Are the guarantees and protection of twentieth- 
century living making it more difficult for us to know God 
in daily life, to hear His voice, really to trust and to follow 
Him? We make our homes weatherproof, our safes burglar- 
proof, our cars frostproof. We are almost needproof. Are 
we becoming Godproof? 


The insurances 
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My Presence Shall Go With Thee 


By John W. Gould 





“And he said, My presence shall go 
with thee, and I will give thee rest” 


HILE the Lord was fashioning 
Wie tables of the Law for Moses 

on Mount Sinai, the people of 
Israel were fashioning a golden calf 
for idolatrous worship in the camp be- 
anger the Lord 
declared to Moses that He would con- 
sume the sstiff-necked Israelites and 
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make Moses, the faithful leader who 





stood in His presence, a great nation, 
even as He had promised in His cove- 
nant with Abraham. But Moses be- 
sought the Lord to have mercy, and 
after the camp had been cleansed by a 
reaffirmation of loyalty to the Lord on 
the part of the Levites and the slaying 
of about three thousand idolatrous Is- 
raelites, God descended in a cloudy 
pillar to the Tabernacle and there spoke 
directly to Moses these remarkable 
words of grace, “My presence shall go 
with thee, and I will give thee rest.” 





It is certain that Christians in the 
United States of America find them- 
selves in a period of defection from the 
task of winning a lost world to Jesus 
Christ. Godly preachers are pleading 
with church members to regain their 
lost love for the work of soul-winning 
and to redeem the time, for our re- 
demption draweth nigh. Their words 
seem often to fall on deaf ears, ears 
open to the claims of comfort and 
variety, but closed to the commands 
of God. If, like Moses, these believers 
could stand in the presence of God 
Himself, stand in His very presence 
and know that He is God, their pastors 
could pray with thanksgiving once 
again for an awakened and compas- 
sionate church. 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon testified 
that his preaching began to be effective 
only after he came to recognize that 
the Lord Himself was always a mem- 
ber of his congregation, joined in the 
company of His redeemed ones. It 
was thereafter impossible for Spurgeon 
to preach unprepared or in spiritually 
weakened condition. The Lord was 
present in the midst of his congre- 
gation! 

During most of his ninety-two years 
at Kempen, near Diisseldorf, Thomas 
Hammerken, better known as Thomas 
a Kempis, labored with exemplary dili- 
gence at the copying of manuscripts 
within monastery walls. He was 
known as a gentle little man who per- 
formed this mechanical task with great 
patience and grace. His devotional 
work, “The Imitation of Christ,” urges 
believers to live in this world as our 
Lord Jesus Christ commands us in His 
Word. Concerning the inward life, he 
wrote: 

“Turn thee with thy whole heart 
unto the Lord, and _ forsake this 
wretched world, and thy soul shall find 
rest. Learn to despise outward things, 
and to give thyself to things inward, 
and thou shalt perceive the Kingdom 
of God to come in thee. ‘For the king- 
dom of God is . . . peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost,’ which is not given to 
the unholy. Christ. will come unto thee 
and show thee His own consolation, if 
thou prepare for Him a worthy man- 
sion within thee. All His glory and 
beauty is from within, and there He 
delighteth Himself. The inward man 
He often visiteth; and hath with him 
sweet discourses, pleasant solace, much 
peace, familiarity exceeding wonderful.” 

Is this inward joy, this abiding peace 
a reality in our daily living? If not, 
it is possible that we are so filled with 
our own counsel that we have not lis- 
tened to the voice of the Comforter 
who abides—shares His presence—with 
all who believe. The Lord says of 
such: “They would none of my coun- 
sel: they despised all my _ reproof. 
Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of 
their own way, and be filled with their 
own devices” (Prov. 1:30, 31). In the 
midst of wealth and ease we have be- 
come a nation of “haves” who have not; 
we have preferred man’s best to God’s 
best, silver and gold rather than loving 
favor. The very inventions that free 
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us from drudgery in everyday labor 
prompt us to move farther away from 
the Lord of life who bids us labor until 
Jesus comes. Our increased leisure 
provides the excuse to be more on the 
move, seeing more and more of our 
country and less and less of the will of 
God for its inhabitants. Kings in pos- 
sessions, we are paupers in wisdom. 
And we do not sense His presence. 

The most ennobling purpose in all 
the earth is to live to the glory of the 
triune God, motivated by love, keeping 
His commandments. Living for Jesus 
rules out self-pride and carelessness; it 
leads to the highest possible dignity 
and purity of life. Little as well as 
big things become important when they 
are done in His name. “Whether there- 
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 
Cor. 10:31). As John Ruskin once 
wrote: “There is no action so slight 
nor so mean but it may be done to a 
great purpose, and ennobled thereby; 
nor is any purpose so great but that 
slight actions may help it, and may be 
so done as to help it much, most es- 
pecially, that chief of all purposes— 
the pleasing of God.” 

When the Lord said to Moses, “My 
presence shall go with thee, and I will 
give thee rest,” Moses admitted that, 
without the Lord’s help, he could not 
succeed in leading the Israelites to the 
land of promise. The Lord assured 
him, “I will do this thing also that 
thou hast spoken: for thou hast found 
grace in my sight, and I know thee by 
name” (Exod. 33:17). When we live 
in the reality of the Lord’s presence, 
He is our enabling. Ever with us, He 
will make Himself more fully known 
in grace and power as we recognize 
Him. Not we, but Christ in us, the 
hope of glory, conquers the world. Let 
us resolve to see Jesus. Then we shall 
no longer be guilty of a form of god- 
liness, sinners will be converted, and 
God’s name will be glorified. _ 








: [eee Notes on™ | 
>Open letters 


Where Do Our Souls Go 
When We Die? 


Will you please straighten out for 
me a controversy regarding what be- 
comes of our souls when we die. 
Does one’s soul pass straightway to 
Heaven or hell, or is there an inter- 
mediate state? 

I am one of two teachers in our 
large Junior Church, and this question 
has come up. My friend teaches that 
a saved soul goes to Heaven but that 
an unsaved soul sleeps until the resur- 
rection and then is judged and cast 
into the lake of fire. 

I asked my friend for her reasons 
and Scripture passages to prove her 
statements, but all she will say, is, “I 
was taught this all my life... and I 
don’t know where the passages are, 





in the Bible some- 
As a teacher of young 
people, I do not want to teach them 
wrong things from God’s Word.—A 
Canadian reader. 


but they are 
where.” ... 


It is doubtful if the controversy 
that this reader mentions will be 
straightened out by these comments, for 
those who hold to the idea of soul sleep 
are often very tenacious in their be- 
lief and are not willing to accept the 
simple statements of God’s Word. 

Nevertheless, the Scriptural authority 
for the beliefs held by many Christians 
regarding the future state of those who 
fall asleep trusting in Christ as their 
Saviour and the destiny of the wicked 
can be given. 

It should be clear from the Lord’s ac- 
count of Lazarus and the rich man in 
Luke 16, that, at the time He spoke, 
there were two clearly defined and sep- 
arate parts to Hades, the place to which 
all human spirits then went between 
death and resurrection. “Hades” is the 
Greek word translated “hell” in Mat- 
thew 11:23; 16:18; Luke 10:15; Acts 2: 
2, 31. One part of Hades, the abode of 
the souls of the saved, was called “par- 
adise” or “Abraham’s bosom.” To this 
place, Lazarus’s spirit was carried by 
the angels after his body died (Luke 
16:22). Here Lazarus was “comforted” 
(v. 25), and, as the account implies, was 
fully conscious, for the rich man asked 
Abraham to send Lazarus to touch his 
lips with water (v. 24). 

The part of Hades to which the rich 
man’s spirit was taken (v. 23) was a 
place of torment. His soul was fully 
conscious, in possession of his memory 
and other faculties, and he was aware of 
the state in which Lazarus was, although 
he was separated from him by a great 
and impassable gulf (v. 26). 

However, when Christ rose from the 
dead and ascended to the Father, we are 
told that He “led captivity captive” 
(Eph. 4:8-10). Many Bible students be- 
lieve that when the Lord descended into 
hell, after His crucifixion, and then rose 
from the dead, He emptied the Paradise 
section of Hades, taking with Him the 
souls of the righteous dead that here 
had been held captive, and that since 
that time these souls have been with 
Him in glory. When believers die to- 
day, although their bodies are placed in 
the grave, their souls go immediately to 
be with Christ (Phil. 1:23), there to 
await the time of His return to the 
earth, when they will return with Him 
and receive their resurrected bodies (1 
Thess. 4:13-18) in which they will reign 
with Him for one thousand years (Rev. 
20: 4; 2 Tim. 2:12). 

It is not fully revealed as to what are 
the state and the activities of the souls 
of the righteous during this waiting pe- 
riod other than that it is a “far better” 
state than this earthly life, and it is 
“with Christ” (Phil. 1:23). However, 
there is a suggestion in 2 Corinthians 
5:2-8 that the spirits of believers, while 
awaiting their final resurrection bodies, 
will not be unclothed, but will be 
clothed upon with some type of tem- 
porary habitation. 

(Continued on page 528) 
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N SO many ways the Mosaic Law is 
Fixe outstanding feature of the Old 

Testament. In Jewish theology the 
entire Old Testament is called torah 
or “Law.” However, the first five 
books, the Pentateuch, were placed on 
a higher level by the Jews because they 
considered Moses to have had a clearer 
vision of God than other prophets. The 
legal aspect of the Pentateuch was the 
Law of Moses, and the Ten Command- 
ments were the first part of that code. 
The New Testament, too, has consider- 
able to say about the Law, sometimes 
quoting its commandments—and all the 
Ten Commandments are quoted except 
the fourth, which concerns keeping the 
Sabbath Day—sometimes summarizing 
its precepts, sometimes speaking of its 
good points and sometimes of its weak- 
nesses (Rom 8:3). Some of the cults in 
Christendom preach salvation through 
keeping of the Law: and undoubtedly 
many Christians believe that the Mosaic 
Law has a large place in the sanctify- 
ing of the believer. What is the use of 
this detailed code that God gave 
through Moses? What is its relation- 
ship to the Christian? These questions 
can be best answered in five propo- 
sitions. 


A. THE Mosaic Law Was GIVEN AS A 
UNIT 


A cursory glance at the record of the 
giving of the Law in the Book of Exo- 
dus will show that the Law was given 
to Israel as a unit. The Ten Command- 
ments are recorded in Exodus 20. With- 
out a break chapter 21 continues these 
words, “Now these are the judgments 
which you shall set before them.” The 
judgments comprise the material to the 
end of chapter 24. Again without a 
break chapter 25 goes right on with 
these words, “And the Lord spake unto 
Moses saying, Speak unto the children 
of Israel, that they bring me an offer- 
ing.” The text continues with the de- 
tails concerning the Tabernacle and its 
worship. While it is common to divide 
the Law into the three categories, com- 
mandments, judgments, and ordinances 
as suggested by the Scriptural divisions 
above, nevertheless, such dividing must 
never be allowed to obscure the fact 
that the Law was given as a_ unit. 
Neither must these categories be used 
in order to get the Christian out from 
under part of the Law. It is not un- 
common in Christian theology to say 
that the judgments and ordinances are 
done away for the believer, but not 
the Ten Commandments. This is un- 
Scriptural, to say nothing of being 
illogical, in view of the unitized con- 
struction of the Law. 


This is further emphasized by notic- 
ing the penalties attached to certain 
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2. Law, Legalism, and Liberty 


The Law of Moses 





By CHARLES C. RYRIE, Th.D., Ph.D. 


This is the second in a series of five 
articles defining and explaining the 
meaning and application of three 
terms often misunderstood by Chris- 
tians. Next week, Dr. Ryrie, who 
is president of Philadelphia College 
of Bible, will consider “The Law 
of Christ.” 








commands in each of these three cate- 
gories of the Law. One of the com- 
mandments required the keeping holy 
of the Sabbath Day. When this was 
violated on one occasion by a man 
gathering sticks on that day, the pen- 
alty was death by stoning (Num. 15: 
32-36). One of the precepts in the 
category of judgments concerned letting 
the land have its Sabbatical year of 
rest. For 490 years Israel ignored that 
command, and God settled the account 
due His land by sending the people 
into Babylonian captivity where many 
of them died (Jer. 25:11). One of the 
regulations in the third category, or- 
dinances, concerned proper worship. 
This was disobeyed by Nadab and 
Abihu, who were punished with imme- 
diate death when they offered strange 
fire before the Lord (Lev. 10:1-7). In 
each of the three instances, the punish- 
ment for disobedience involved death 
even though the violation was of a dif- 
ferent part of the Law. The command- 
ments concerning the land or worship 








Prayer 


By Mildred Allen Jeffery 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 


Talk not of prayer who only pause to 
pray 

Moments before amens, then rush away 

Thinking no more of prayer through- 
out the day. 


Write not of prayer as “opening a door 

Through which to slip into God’s pres- 
ence,” for 

Abiding means His presence evermore. 


Say not of prayer, “It’s simple!” Medi- 
tate 

On that black night before it is too 
late: 

Christ, sweating blood within the gar- 
den gate. 


Pray till you know that you are “pray- 
ing through.” 

Pray until God can show you what to 
do. 

Pray until prayer becomes a part of 
you. 


Then, when you reach the place of 
victory, 
Prayer will become life’s staunchest 
certainty. 


were no less important nor was punish- 
ment less severe than the command 
concerning the Sabbath, for the Law 
was given as a unit. One might be 
facetious and remark that it was a 
shame that Nadab and Abihu were not 
Christians so that they could have dis- 
carded all of the Law except the Ten 
Commandments and thus have been 
spared! 

Of course we recognize that the Law 
can be divided many ways. In Jewish 
theology, it was divided into 613 sepa- 
rate commandments rather than into 
three categories. There was no dis- 
tinction made between commandments 
pertaining to spiritual matters and 
those pertaining to material matters. 
“If religion is anything, it is every- 
thing” was the idea. Thus violation of 
one part was a violation of the whole. 
Does not James state this in his Epistle? 
Some people in the synagogues were 
showing partiality to others, and James 
decries this on the basis that failure 
to love one’s neighbor as oneself is 
disobedience of the Law (Lev. 19:18; 
Jas. 2:8). This single violation, he says, 
makes them guilty of the whole Law 
(Jas. 2:10). This could not be true if 
the Law were not given as a _ unit. 


B. THE Mosaic Law Was GIVEN To Is- 
RAEL 


Both Old and New Testaments are 
unanimous in stating that the Mosaic 
Law was given to Israel. “These are 
the statutes and judgments and laws, 
which the Lord made between him and 
the children of Israel in mount Sinai 
by the hand of Moses” (Lev. 26:46). In 
Romans 9:4 the recipients of the Law 
are Paul’s kinsmen according to the 
flesh—Jews—“who are Israelites; to 
whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God, and 
the promises.” This is stated also in 
Romans 2:14 by contrasting the Jews 
who received the Law with Gentiles 
who did not, “For when the Gentiles, 
which have not the law, do by nature 
the things contained in the law, these, 
having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves.” The Mosaic Law was 
given to Israel and Israel only. 


C. THE Mosaic Law Is DoNnE Away 


The fact that the Mosaic Law is done 
away is the point over which most 
stumble, but it should be remembered 
that this is clearly the teaching of the 
Bible. Furthermore, to say that the 
Mosaic Law is done away is not to say 
that there is no law in the world or 
that the Christian is free to live as he 
chooses. There are two important pas- 
sages that teach that the Law of Moses 
is done away. 
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The first is Hebrews 7:11, 12. In this 
chapter, the writer has been showing 
that the priesthood of Melchisedec is 
greater than that of Aaron and that 
tithing proves it. Abraham gave a tithe 
of the spoils to Melchisedec, and since 
Levi, Abraham’s great-grandson, out of 
whom came the Levitical priesthood 
also paid tithes on that occasion in 
Abraham, the whole Levitical priest- 
hood is seen as subordinate to Mel- 
chisedec. Then the writer concludes 
that, if the Levitical priesthood could 
have brought perfection to the people, 
there would not have been a need for 
the Melchisedec priesthood (v. 11). 
“For the priesthood being changed, 
there is made of necessity a change 
also of the law” (v. 12). If the priests 
of’ Levi could have satisfied, then we 
would not need Christ. And, if we 
need Christ, then we must have a Mel- 
chisedecan order of priests, for Christ 
being of the tribe of Judah could never 
qualify as a Levitical priest. And when 
the priesthood is changed, there is of 
necessity a change made of the Law. 
Thus if the Law has not been done 
away today, then neither has the Levit- 
ical priesthood; and, if this be true, 
Christ is not our high priest. But, if 
Christ is our high priest, then we can- 
not be under the Law. Every time 
that we pray in the name of Christ, 
we are affirming that the Mosaic Law 
is done away. 

The second passage is 2 Corinthians 
3:7-11. In some ways this passage is 
stronger, because it is more particular. 
Here the comparison is made between 
what was ministered through Moses 
and what is ministered through Christ. 
That which Moses ministered is called 
a ministration of death, and it is speci- 
fically said to have been written and 
engraven in stones. What was so 
written? The Ten Commandments of 
course. Thus, this passage declares that 
the Ten Commandments are a minis- 
tration of death. Furthermore, Paul 
says that they are done away (v. 11), 
and this specifically applies to the Ten 
Commandments. Language could not 
be clearer, and yet there are fewer 
truths of which it is harder to con- 
vince people. Any argument that it is 
not right or safe to take the Ten Com- 
mandments away from people must be 
directed to Paul and ultimately to the 
Holy Spirit, who superintended the 
writing of this passage. If this truth 
is not believed, there is not much point 
in proceeding, for this is basic to what 
follows. 


D. THe Mosaic Law Has a USE 


Even though many things in the Bible 
are not written directly to us today, 
they may be usefully applied to us. 
For instance, just because once long 
ago God planted a garden and trees 
but restricted man from eating the 
fruit of one of those trees, it does not 
mean that we should all plant similar 
gardens so that we can prove our obe- 
dience to God by not eating the fruit 
of one of the trees. Neither does it 
mean that we cannot profit from the 
lesson that God was teaching Adam 
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and Eve. The Mosaic Law was for 
Israel and not for Gentiles, and it has 
now been done away. Nevertheless, 
we may use it provided that it is done 
properly. 

That proper use of the Law is to 
show men their utter helplessness and 
hopelessness before a holy God. 
“Knowing this, that the law is not 
made for a righteous man, but for the 
lawless and disobedient, for the un- 
godly and for sinners, for unholy and 
profane, for murderers of fathers and 
murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 
for whoremongers, for them that defile 
themselves with mankind, for men- 
stealers, for liars, for perjured persons, 
“and if there be any other thing that is 
contrary to sound doctrine” (1 Tim. 
1:9, 10). The Law is not for righteous 
men, and we who are in Christ are 
righteous and, therefore, not under the 
Law. But the Law is’ for the ungodly 
to point them to Christ (Gal. 3:19-25). 
When used this way it is a powerful 
weapon in the hands of the Spirit of 
God. 


E. THE Law Has Two ABUSES 


The Mosaic Law cannot save, and to 
use it as a means of salvation is im- 
possible and deceiving. It can point 
to the Saviour but it cannot save. 


“Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin” (Rom. 3:20). The Church recog- 
nized this early in her ministry, for on 
the first missionary journey Paul de- 
clared: “And by him all that believe 
are justified from all things, from which 
ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses” (Acts 13:39). 

Further, the Law cannot sanctify. 
This is true for two reasons. First, 
the Law of Moses did not have high 
enough standards. For instance, the 
Law commanded that they should not 
take the Lord’s name in vain. One 
can obey this and still be a terrible 
gossip. The teaching of grace says, 
“Let your speech be alway with grace, 
seasoned with salt” (Col. 4:5a), and 
this covers everything we say. The 
Law requires that we love our neigh- 
bors as ourselves (Lev. 19:18), a stand- 
ard that is human. Our Lord’s new 
commandment insists that we love as 
He loved us, a standard that is divine 
(John 13:34). The standards of grace 
are much higher, and these are the 
standards required for Christian sanc- 
tification. 

Second, the Mosaic Law does not 
provide a sufficient motive. The Law 


(Continued on page 519) 


Mrs. Stowe’s “Morning Hymn” 


that Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” there probably 
are not five who are aware of her hav- 
ing been a gifted and distinguished 
hymnist. Of all the sacred lyrics she 
wrote, none has found such lasting ap- 
peal as her “Morning Hymn.” It begins: 
Still, still with Thee, when purple morning 

breaketh, 

When the bird waketh, and the shadows flee; 
Fairer than morning, lovelier than daylight, 

Dawns the sweet consciousness, I am with 

Thee. 

Yet, it would have been strange if 
the daughter of Dr. Lyman Beecher 
and the sister of the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher had not been possessed of in- 
tense religious feeling. When she wan- 
dered among Litchfield’s green hills in 
Connecticut as a girl, she doubtless re- 
called Ecclesiastes 12:1, “Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth.” To Harriet Beecher, nature 
and God were never far apart through- 
out her life of eighty-four years. 

Only a true nature-lover, who has 
heard bird songs at sunrise and seen 
the world stir again at that hour, can 
appreciate the full beauties of her 
“Morning Hymn”: 

Alone with Thee, amid the mystic shadows, 

The solemn hush of nature newly born; 
Alone with Thee in breathless adoration, 

In the calm dew and freshness of the morn. 

The story goes that she had invited a 
close friend to her home at Andover, 
Mass., where her husband, the Rev. 
Calvin E. Stowe, was head of the the- 
ological seminary, and that, during the 
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guest’s stay, she invited her to rise just 
before sunrise and take a walk with 
her into the woods. Then, amid all the 
wonder of awakening nature, she read 
aloud these lines she had _ written 
shortly before, under the spell of an- 
other daybreak. The friend was moved 
to admiration. 

Mrs. Stowe’s title for her hymn was 
“Resting in God.” Her brother, the 
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, was com- 
piling his “Plymouth Collection” of 
hymns just then, and, at his invitation, his 
sister contributed these stanzas and two 
other lyrics. This was in 1855. 

At that time, the author had been 
forever relieved from the pinching pov- 
erty of an underpaid minister’s home. 
She was now financially comfortable, 
and celebrated as well, since 1852, when 
her novel, “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” had 
taken the nation by storm, becoming a 
best seller overnight. Probably no 
work of fiction in America’s history 
ever made more of a sensation and 
stirred readers to so much feeling. 

Mrs. Stowe was never to know finan- 
cial hardship again, but her life held 
much sorrow. A son was wounded at 
Gettysburg and became an alcoholic 
and a sad problem afterward; he at 
last took a boat for San Francisco, but 
was never heard from again. There 
were other losses as well—an infant 
son who died of cholera, and another 
boy, a student at Dartmouth, who was 
drowned in the Connecticut River. But 
the daughter of Lyman Beecher bore 
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everything patiently, sustained by her 
strong Christian faith. 

During the years when Mark Twain 
was a publisher in Hartford, Mrs. Stowe 
lived only a few doors away from his 
fine home on Farmington Avenue. She 
had grown to be a very old lady, and, 
like Emerson, suffered from forgetful- 
ness. It was not uncommon for her to 
wander through the Clemens home and 
grounds at odd hours. 

When she died in 1896, the whole 
nation joined in tributes to the writer 
who had done more than any other to 
awaken the American conscience on 
the slavery issue. But a devoted friend 
remembered her for something else; this 
lady wrote, “The all-permeating influ- 
ence of her life was Christian love— 
love to Christ and perfect trust in 


Soft Things 





divine goodness.” Mrs. Stowe’s best 
known hymn surely confirms this testi- 
monial. There are few stanzas in any 
Christian hymnal that tell more com- 
fortingly of God’s nearness and His 
abiding presence: 
Still, still with Thee! 
morning, 
A fresh ont solemn splendor still is given, 
does this blessed consciousness, awaking, 


Breathe each day nearness unto Thee and 
Heaven. 


When sinks the soul, subdued by toil, to 


slumber, 
Its closing eye looks up to Thee in prayer; 
Sweet + ow a beneath Thy wings o’er- 


8. g, 
But sweeter still, to wake and find Thee 
there. 


As to each new-born 


So shall it be at last, in that bright morning, 
When the soul waketh and life’s shadows 


flee; 
O in that hour, fairer than daylight dawning, 
Shall = the glorious thought, I am with 
ee. 


POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. 


God's tenderness—and man’s hardness 


ALLY COUGHLIN was four years 
old and had hair the color of corn 
silk. We had entertained ourselves 
playing “Rock School,” and Sally was 
delighted that I was so dumb that I 
missed every grade. Then I remem- 
bered the house wren that I had dis- 
covered that morning, so I took her to 
see the tiny nest. Holding her up so 
that she would be on the level of the 
nest, we tiptoed into the empty cabin. 
I knew what a happy surprise 
awaited her. There, the small mother 
bird would be sitting on her eggs and, 
in the dimness, it would be a moment 
before Sally would see the two bead- 
like eyes peering out at her. We were 
very still as we waited until our eyes 
were accustomed to the darkness, and 
then, sure enough, there was the wren, 
her frightened eyes like beads of coal, 
and her bill sticking out sharply. Sally 
glimpsed her just as the wren darted 
out of the nest with a flutter and 
scrambled onto the rafter above us. 
How frightened the little mother looked 
as she clung to the rough beam! 

Sally reached a wee finger inside the 
nest to feel the three tiny bird eggs. 
They were warm and oh, so small! I 
explained that there were baby birds 
inside, and then I showed Sally how the 
nest was made of weeds and grasses 
and mud from the swamp. 

“Did you make the nest?” she asked. 

“No,” I said, “God showed the little 
bird how to make it all by herself.” 

We moved outside the cabin so that 
the little wren would go back to her 
nest, but, as we stood there, outside, 
waiting for her to return, she refused 
to leave the rafter. At last, she mus- 
tered courage to give her distress call to 
her mate, and we knew that it was 
time for us to move along. 

Going up the path Sally asked if we 
could take the babies home with us. I 
told her they weren’t ready to leave 
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home because they had to learn to fly 
first. 

Then Sally asked me, “What does 
Jesus make us out of?” 

I said, “All kinds of nice things.” 
And Sally added, “And soft. Not hard 
things like wood. Soft.” 

“Yes, Sally, soft things,” I agreed, 
and we walked on up the path, her 
small hand in mine. 

Soft things. Oh, Sally, would that 
this were true! Surely the Lord meant 
man to be made out of soft things. The 
dust or clay He made us of was soft. 
But, oh, how quickly clay dries and 
hardens into brick. He wanted us soft, 
Sally, to be sure—tenderhearted—quick 
to forgive—full of “soft” answers that 
turn away wrath (Prov. 15:1). 

How often Jesus had to talk about 
the hardness of man’s heart! “Harden 
not your hearts,” the writer to the He- 
brews cautioned (Heb. 3:8, 15). Clever 
men pride themselves in being “hard 
businessmen”—men with steel hearts. 
Jesus, although the Son of God, was 
also the greatest man who ever lived, 
and He was not hard—He was soft. 
When He looked on the multitudes, He 
had compassion on them for they were 
“as sheep without a shepherd.” He 
pitied the widow ‘of Nain so much that 
He raised her son from the dead. Lit- 
tle children came to Him, and although 
stouthearted men would have stopped 
them, Jesus bade them come. Isaiah 
said that Jesus would be like that—“He 
shall feed his flock like a shepherd: 
he shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with young” 
(Isa. 40:11). 

Jesus’ tenderness is but the trait of 
His Father. For, “like as a father pit- 
ieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him” (Psa. 103:13). 
Even more than an earthly father 
would pity his son, God pities. “When 
my father and my mother forsake me, 





then the Lord will take me up” (Psa. 
27:10). 

Soft things, Sally? Yes, He made us 
out of soft things like kindness and 
tenderheartedness. But we grow up 
and we despise such “stuff”’—despise, 
that is, until we see Him and become 
little children again by His grace. Then 
we covet all the softness that is His. 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. 
ye 


Law, Legalism, and Liberty 
(Continued from page 518) 


said, “Do in order to be blessed”; i.e., 
“Do because you have to.” Grace says, 
“Do because you have been blessed”; 
i.e, “Do because you want to.” A 
“have to” motive never produces gen- 
uine sanctification. In reality such 
motivation will actually stir up sin. 
This was Paul’s own testimony: “I had 
not known sin, but by the law: for I 
had not known lust, except the law had 
said, Thou shalt not covet. But sin, 
taking occasion by the commandment, 
wrought in me all manner of con- 
cupiscence” (Rom. 7:7, 8). Dr. H. A. 
Ironside had a classic illustration of 
this principle. He told of an old In- 
dian from our great Southwest who 
took his first train trip to San Fran- 
cisco. His very first sight of a railroad 
station was in Albuquerque, N. M., be- 
fore he boarded the train. He said 
to Dr. Ironside, “I looked at the wall 
and saw a sign that said, ‘Do not spit 
on floor.’ Then I looked at floor, and 
all I saw was spit.” Then the man ar- 
rived in San Francisco and visited a 
friend in a lovely home, perfectly 
furnished with thick carpets, colorful 
drapes, and beautiful furniture. The 
old Indian said, “I looked all around. 
I looked for a sign on the wall. There 
was no sign saying, ‘Do not spit on 
floor.’ I looked on floor and no spit.” 

God wants you to gaze at the riches 
of His grace in Christ Jesus and let 
that be your motivation in _ sanctifi- 
cation. Sometimes, Christian leaders 
have to put up signs because those in 
their charge, for one reason or an- 
other, do not look at Christ. However, 
the right way to sanctification is by 
means of a “want to” motivation. And 
only by believing that we are free from 
the Law with its “have to” require- 
ments can we begin to be sanctified 
God’s way and meet God’s high stand- 
ards under grace. We are free from 
the Mosaic Law, but not free from law, 
for we are under “the law of Christ” 
(Gal. 6:2). 


(To be continued) 
ye 


Be assured that if God waits longer 
than you could wish, it is only to make 
the blessing doubly precious. God 
waited four thousand years, till the full- 
ness of time, ere He sent His Son. Our 
times are in His hands; He will avenge 
His elect speedily; He will make haste 
for our help, and not delay one hour 
too long—Andrew Murray. 
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THE KiNG JAMES VERSION 


Amos 6:1 Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust 
in the mountain of Samaria, which are named chief of the 
nations, to whom the house of Israel came! 

2 Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to 
Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: 
be they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater 


than your border? 


3 Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of 


violence to come near; 


4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves 
upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and 


the calves out of the midst of the stall; 


International Uniform Lesson 





AMOS WARNS AGAINST FALSE SECURITY 


Amos 5:14, 15; 6; printed text, 6:1-8 


Golden Text.—Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.—1 Cor. 10:12 


5 That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to them- 


fliction of Joseph. 


selves instruments of musick, like David; 
6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with 
the chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the af- 


7 Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that 
go captive, and the banquet of them that stretched them- 
selves shall be removed. . 


8 The Lord Gop hath sworn by himself, saith the Lo 


the God of hosts, I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and hate 


his palaces: therefore will I deliver up the city with all 


that is therein. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


READING of the entire portion 
A for today’s lesson makes it abun- 

dantly clear that devastating 
judgment was inescapable for Israel 
unless there was speedy and genuine 
repentance. This, and this alone, could 
avert righteous condemnation. 

The prophet-preacher continued to 
thunder out his warnings. But despite 
all this, the leaders of the nation wrap- 
ped themselves in complacency and 
pleasure seeking. Why should they 
worry? This uncouth Amos from the 
south was not to be taken seriously: 
the best that could be said of him was 
that he was a rather harmless fanatic. 

But we know from the historical se- 
quence how very right he was. No 
fanatic was he. Rather, he was a voice 
for God whose warnings and wooings 
were actually the very heartthrob of 
Jehovah Himself as He yearned over 
His wayward people. But it is well to 
note that these earnest remarks are ad- 
dressed particularly to the officials, and 
not to the commoner, for these officials 
are occupying places of responsible 
leadership. It is a most severe indict- 
ment of their spiritual obtuseness. 


Verse by Verse 

Amos 6:1—“Woe to them that are 
at ease in Zion, and trust in the moun- 
tain of Samaria, which are named chief 
of the nations, to whom the house of 
Israel came!” The city of Zion was the 
capital of Judah in the south, and 
Samaria that of Israel in the north. 
This somber warning is directed against 
the distinguished civil and ecclesiastical 
leaders of both capitals. The people 
of God in Israel came to these officials 
for example and counsel. How weighty, 
then, was their responsibility to live 
and speak righteously! 
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Verse 2—“Pass ye unto Calneh, and 
see; and from thence go ye to Hamath 
the great: then go down to Gath... 
be they better than these kingdoms?” 
Calneh had been a very ancient city 
located somewhere in the Euphrates 
Valley. Hamath was a Canaanite city 
in the north, while Gath was a notable 
Philistine city to the south. While each 
of these had attained fame and dis- 
tinction, they now lay in ruins. Do 
these capital cities of Zion and Samaria 
consider themselves better than the 
kingdoms represented by these famed 
and strong cities of antiquity? Are 
they deserving of exemption from a 
similar fate? . 


Verse 3—“Ye that put far away the 
evil day, and cause the seat of violence 
to come near.” These lovers of ease 
who rested in the false security of their 
current prosperity believed in a vague 
way that sometime in the distant future 
retribution might be meted out. But 
they would never see it. It would 
certainly not overtake them in their 
day. Hence, corruption marched on 
unchallenged. 


Verse 4—“That lie upon beds of 
ivory, and stretch themselves upon their 
couches, and eat the lambs out of the 
flock, and the calves out of the midst 
of the stall.” Indolence and indulgence 
were the order of the day. The love 
of ease and the gratifying of every 
appetite were the normal and expected 
pursuits. These were taken for granted 
among this upper class. 


Verse 5.—“That chant to the sound 
of the viol, and invent to themselves 
instruments of musick, like David.” 
Yes, empty, if not darkly suggestive, 
songs must be added to the diet of self- 
indulgence. Instruments such as those 


which David had consecrated to the 
worship of Jehovah must now be em- 
ployed to low forms of entertainment. 


Verse 6.—“That drink wine in bowls, 


and anoint themselves with the chief 
ointments: but they are not grieved 
for the affliction of Joseph.” The 
liquor and the seductive perfumes com- 
plete the picture. Their dissipation had 
deadened all sense of reality. Laziness 
and luxury had led to utter laxity. 
This was plainly seen by their utter 
indifference to the divided condition 
of the nation. “Joseph” represents 
God’s people who were split wide 
apart. But the general attitude was, 
Who cares? 

Verse 7.—‘Therefore now shall they 
go captive with the first that go cap- 
tive .. .” Having led the march in 
God-forgetfulness and self-indulgence, 
they would soon lead the march into 
captivity! 

Verse 8.—‘The Lord God hath sworn 
by himself . .. I abhor the excellency 
of Jacob... therefore will I deliver up 
the city with all that is therein.” This 
is the solemn sentence of Israel’s true 
Judge. He would soon demonstrate 
that He is not to be mocked; but what- 
soever a nation soweth that will it 
also reap. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The sin of these leaders of Israel was 
not only that of commission, but also 
of omission. It was not so much what 
they had done, although that, too, was 
serious, but what they had not done. 
They were not concerned one whit 
about the Lord’s honor and His fame. 

They had taken the confidence that 
they. should have placed in the living 
God and placed it in their mountain, 
their capital, and their material pros- 
perity. Smug, complacent, and secure, 
they indulged every appetite, and thus 
built up a callous tolerance toward 
current iniquity. Thus they became ut- 
terly indifferent toward the spiritual 
paralysis that prevailed everywhere. 

But God is long-suffering. His serv- 
ant Amos voiced, in turn, the re- 
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proaches, the remonstrances, and the 
pleadings of divine love. If they would 
only turn to Him in confession and 
repentance! They need not perish. 
The highway down which they were 
rushing was heavy with Heaven’s road- 
blocks. It was heartbreaking to see 
them brush all these aside and plunge 
on to disaster. 

Nor had the lessons of current his- 
tory been learned to any real profit. 
The fact that the great and formidable 
capitals around them had been reduced 
to rubble by the battering-rams of their 
enemies seemed to make little impres- 
sion upon them. “It can’t happen here!” 
they cried. But we know from the 
aftermath how very wrong they were. 
Later on, their chains in a grim captive 
land proclaimed the fact that sin’s 
wages are inescapable. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The proposal for revival (Amos 5: 
14, 15) 

2. The peril of luxury (6:1-8) 

8. The pronouncement of doom (vv. 
9-14) 


Topics for Development 


Love or Fear?—Is fear a real. deterent 
of evil? Or is love alone sufficient for 
this? In this connection we recall the 
observation of Solomon when he wrote, 
“By the fear of the Lord men depart 
from evil” (Prov. 16:6b). On the other 
hand, we also recall the assertion that 
“love never faileth.” The question 
arises as to which of these two emo- 
tional factors respond most potently to 
the action of the Spirit of God in His 
effort to cause us to abhor that which 
is evil and cleave to that which is 
good. Unquestionably He uses both. 
But is there not a great tendency to- 
day to discount the first of these two? 

Entertainment.—Is entertainment to 
be avoided by the Christian? Surely 
none would rule it out entirely. Food, 
rest, and music do have their place. 
But these must be kept in strict con- 
trol, and must never be allowed to 
dull us to eternal realities. 

What relevance does Amos’s message 
have upon general conditions here in 
the United States? Surely our mad 
scramble after pleasure and treasure 
lands us also on our beds of ease or at 
the table of luxury and abundance, 
and this blunts our spiritual sensibili- 
ties and usually issues in moral stupor. 


Practical Applications 

Shocking statistics as to the increase 
of major crimes seem to make little 
impression upon us. Horrible brutali- 
ties on our city streets or gigantic pub- 
lic scandals bring little more than mere 
eyebrow raising. We sigh, and then, 
yawn! International banditry brings 
the same cold cynicism—that twentieth 
century, “Who cares!” or, “So what?” 
We have our money, our gadgets, our 
laborsaving inventions, and, above all, 
our invulnerable army, navy, and air 
force. So let us forget about unpleas- 


ant subjects and get on with the show! 
But we forget that it was this same 
deadly indifference and false confidence 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


2. July 10.—Amos Demands Social 
| a See Amos 2:6-8; 5; 8:4-6 


Next Week’s Lesson 


4. July 24.—God Desires Steadfast 
BIG cccentenss Hosea 1:1 to 4:3; 5:15 to 6:6 








that brought about the utter ruin of 
many cities and nations of antiquity. 
Moreover, the condemnation of the La- 
odicean church, the last of the seven 
addressed by our Lord in Revelation 2 
and 3, lay in the fact of her smug self- 
satisfaction and utter indifference to 
His claims. “I am rich, and have gotten 
riches, and have need of nothing,” she 
cried, in proud delight. “But,” replied 
the Lord Jesus Christ, “thou 
knowest not that thou art wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked” (Rev. 3:17). This sicken- 
ing lukewarmness brought the awful 
threat, “I will spue thee out of my 
mouth.” He was disgusted! It is note- 
worthy that no heterodox doctrine was 
charged against this company. Their 
trouble lay in the fact that they were 
paying lip service to abstract truth, 
but at the same time they were care- 
ful not to permit this to disturb their 
everyday living. 


Golden Text 

1 Cor. 10:12—“Let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 
There are two Bible characters who 
forcefully illustrate the need for this 
warning. These are King Uzziah in 
the Old Testament (see 2 Chron. 26: 
16), and Simon Peter in the New. Both 
of these underline what we might call 
the danger of success. This text is a 
barbed arrow directed to your con- 
science and mine. Just when we think 
we are standing like heroes, we are in 
most peril of tumbling down in dis- 
grace and defeat. Peter’s self-confident 
boasting, “Though all deny Thee, yet 
will not I,” was followed within hours 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT were Zion and Samaria? 

2. What had happened to the 
other capital cities, such as Calneh, 
Hamath, and Gath? 

3.In view of the prevailing cor- 
ruption in Israel, what was the attitude 
of the officials? 

4. While not denying future condem- 
nation, what attitude did Israel’s rulers. 
take? 

5. In the meantime, how did they 
behave? 

6. What is meant by “the affliction 
of Joseph”? (Amos 6:6.) 

7. Who would go first into captivity? 

8. In what way did they rest in a 
false security? 

9. How may all of this apply to us 
today? 

10. Name one New Testament char- 
acter who illustrates our Golden Text. 


(Answers on page 526) 





by the thrice-repeated, “I never knew 
the Man”! And to make matters still 
worse, this was reinforced by loud oaths 
and curses! 

May the Holy Spirit write this text 
upon our hearts as well as our mem- 
ories! 

West PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Woe to them that ... trust in the 
mountain of Samaria .. .” (Amos 6:1). 
—When security is under consideration, 
one must examine carefully the object 
he trusts for it. For one can trust in 
something that is no better than a 
spider’s web. 

“Some trust in chariots, and some in 


horses” (Psa. 20:7). Some “trust in 
princes” (Psa. 146:3); some “in lying 
words” (Jer. 7:8); others in images 


(Isa. 42:17); still others in their own 
works (Jer. 48:7); and in their own 
hearts (Prov. 28:26). 


The southern kingdom of Israel 
trusted in the mountain (or power) of 
Samaria, which stood between them 
and the foe. They were at ease in the 
matter, thinking Samaria could with- 
stand a siege and an attack long enough 
to give them ample time to prepare for 
war. It was misplaced trust. 


There is only One in whom we can 
confidently trust for security—and that 
is the Lord Jesus Christ! “Blessed are 
all they that put their trust in him” 
(Psa. 2:12). 


A colored woman who earned her 
livelihood by working, was a joyous, 
triumphant Christian. “Ah, Nancy,” said 
a gloomy Christian woman, who al- 
most disapproved of her constant cheer- 
fulness, and yet envied it: “It is all 
very well to be happy now, but I think 
that thoughts of your future would 
sober you. Suppose you should have 
a spell of sickness, and not be able to 
work; or suppose your present em- 
ployers should move away, and no one 
else should give you work, or suppose 

. .” “Stop!” cried Nancy, “I never sup- 
pose. The Lord is my Shepherd; and 
I know I shall not want. It is all those 
supposes that makes you so miserable! 
Better give them all up, and just trust 
in the Lord!” 

“Pass ye unto Calneh, and see... 
(Amos 6:2).—The cities mentioned in 
this verse—Calneh, Hamath, and Gath 
—were at one time fortified strong- 
holds; but they had been attacked and 
destroyed. Even if Israel deemed her 
cities the equal of those mighty cities, 
what hope of their security was there? 
Israel was placing her trust on a hu- 
man power instead of on the Lord; 
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hence, her cities would fall into the 
enemy’s hands. 

“Ye that put far away the evil day 
... (Amos 6:3).—It is not difficult to 
picture the judges on their ivory 
couches, eating the choice of their 
flocks and herds, chanting to the sound 
of musical instruments, drinking bowls 
of the finest wines, and anointing them- 
selves with costly ointments! If men- 
tion should be made of the prophet’s 
threatened judgments, they would smil- 
ingly say, “It will be a long time, if 
ever, before those judgments can over- 
take us!” 

How like multitudes today who are 
surrounding themselves with luxuries 
of all sorts, and living on the fat of the 
land, being “lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God”! If they do not 
actually deny the existence of God, 
they fancy Him to be a very indulgent 
being, who will do neither good nor 
evil (Zeph. 1:12). They not only “put 
far away the evil day,” but deny it 
altogether, saying: “God is too loving 
to punish anyone.” 

In spite of all the time the ante- 
diluvians were given to escape judg- 
ment, they continued “eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in mar- 
riage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the 
flood came, and took them all away; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be” (Matt. 24:38, 39). 


“ . . but they are not grieved for 
the affliction of Joseph” (Amos 6:6). 
—the name of the patriarch here re- 
fers to the kingdom of Israel, of which 
the tribe of Ephraim, Joseph’s son, was 
the chief tribe (Ezek. 37:16). But the 
mere mention of Joseph’s name should 
have been sufficient to impress on the 
rulers’ minds the fact that they were 
following in the evil way of Joseph’s 
brethren. 

After Joseph had been cast into a 
pit in which there was no water—but, 
no doubt, some loathsome creatures— 
his brethren saw “the anguish of his 
soul,” but would not hear (Gen. 42:21). 


Instead of being grieved for his af- 
fliction, “they sat down to eat bread” 
(37:25). They did not have ivory in- 
laid couches on which to recline as 
they ate, for they were in the open 
field; but they became the prototype 
of the self-indulgent judges of the house 
of Joseph, who did have them! 


Think of rulers in our day who, ac- 
cording to the daily press, can sit down 
to banquets and revel in vodka and 
caviar, to the strains of soft music 
while multitudes of their subjects lan- 
guish in prison and labor camps! 


“Wherefore let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 
10:12).—The Apostle Paul mentioned 
“this grace wherein we stand” (Rom. 
5:2). The Apostle Peter said, “. . . this 
is the true grace of God wherein ye 
stand” (1 Pet. 5:12). Safe is he who 
can truthfully say: 


On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 


Wawona, CaLtir. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsSTEeD HyMNS 


“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 
“Fight the Good Fight’ 
“The Son of God Goes Forth to War” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who dost call us to follow 
Him who went to Calvary, forgive us 
our failure to take up the cross of true 
discipleship. Plant in us the rugged 
virtues of self-denial and loyalty to 
truth and right. In Thy fear may we 
lose the fear of man and in love of 
Christ lose our love of ease. Give us 
of Thine own indignation against false- 
hood, injustice, and cruelty, and make 
us good soldiers of Jesus Christ. Give 
Thy help and blessing to all who deny 
themselves for Christ’s sake. Use them 
to revive us and others. Send out Thy 
light and Thy truth in every place and 
make us children of light in a world of 
darkness, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—In this lesson 
Amos strikes out at the ease-loving 
social set of Zion and Samaria. Pros- 
perous and fashionable people in those 
capitals lounged at ease in homes of 
luxury enjoying the “gracious living” 
of that day. Too easygoing to take 
a stand against wrong, they caused 
“the seat of violence to come near.” 
Violence and injustice grew apace be- 
cause leading citizens were uncon- 
cerned as long as they could live in 
luxury. Nor were they “grieved for 
the affliction of Joseph,” the sorrows 
of the suffering. They were too wrap- 
ped up in themselves to let either the 
evils or the sorrows of the time trouble 
them. They also were blind to the 
lessons of the past, and to the doom 
drawing near for themselves. The an- 
cient cities of Calneh, Hamath, and 
Gath had perished through inner de- 
cay, and similar destruction would fall 





WHICH MARKS US— 
THE co OF EASE OR 
ROSS SACRIFICE? 


on Zion and Samaria. But their citi- 
zens could not see the danger. “It can’t 
happen here” was their thought, but it 
did happen, first to Samaria and later 
to Zion. 

Like Zion of old, the Christian 
Church has the task of keeping the 
truth of God before men and calling 
them to repent and turn to the Lord. 
But the love of ease infects the church 
in North America and many Christians 
are comfortably at ease in Zion who 
should be manfully standing for right 
and truth and for Christ. Let us wake 
up! A soft, armchair Christianity will 
never survive the great struggles and 

















trials the near future could bring upon 
us. We need to cry: 


Must I be carried to the skies 
On flow’ry beds of ease, 

While others fought to win the prize, 
And sailed thro’ bloody seas? 

Sure I must fight, if I would reign: 
Increase my courage, Lord; 

T’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by Thy Word. 


Cateary, ALTA., CAN. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Amos was a son of the 
~ common people, but he had a way 
of saying things with a punch; and he 
“pulled no punches.” Some of his words 
have come down through the twenty- 
seven centuries and have lodged them- 
selves in our common speech of today, 
as, for instance: “Can two walk to- 
gether, except they be agreed?” (Amos 
3:3); “As a firebrand plucked out of 
the burning” (4:11); “Woe to them that 
are at ease in Zion” (6:1); and, “Pre- 
pare to meet thy God” (4:12). In 
many places on the nation’s highways 
I have come suddenly upon the sign: 
“PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD!” It 
is always startling, and instinctively I 
lighten the pressure of my foot on the 
accelerator, though I make it a point to 
keep within the speed limit. That chal- 
lenge has doubtless caused many a 
speedster to slow down, preventing ac- 
cidents; and I am confident that thou- 
sands of careless unbelievers have been 
startled by it into serious thinking. 
“Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel,” 
shouted Amos, the humble shepherd 
with a lion’s heart, and that wicked 
tyrant, King Jeroboam, got the full force 
of it. Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, 
warned Amos to get back to his own 
land of Judah and prophesy there, but 
the undaunted shepherd made his de- 
nunciations of Israel’s wickedness all 
the more searching and emphatic. 

“Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, 
and trust in the mountain of Samaria 
{that was Bethel] . that lie upon 
beds of ivory; and stretch themselves 
upon their couches, and eat the lambs 
out of the flock, . . . that chant to the 
sound of the viol, and invent to them- 
selves instruments of musick [as 
though they might play] like David; 
that drink wine in bowls, and anoint 
themselves with the chief ointments: 
. . . therefore now shall they go captive 
with the first that go captive.” And 
sure enough, Israel was first carried 
captive to Babylon, and afterward 
Judah. 

Fellows, the serious fact is that if 
Amos should come to America today, he 
would say very much the same thing 
to our nation. At least, he would have 
equal cause for it. For is not America 
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as a nation very much “at ease in 
Zion”? One symptom alone would 
indicate that: it is the nation-wide 
violation of the Lord’s Day. Only a 
comparatively small portion of the popu- 
lation spends even one hour in a Sun- 
day morning church service. As a 
nation we do “lie upon beds of ivory... 
and eat the lambs out of the flock.” We 
have the highest standard of living in 
all the world, eat the best of food and 
wear the best of clothes, live in the 
most comfortable of houses, while the 
greater part of the world is either 
skimping or starving. We have in- 
vented to ourselves many strange in- 
struments of music, to which we dance 
and chant. Some of these instruments 
in the general run of so-called orches- 
tras we hear on the radio at all hours 
day and night sound more like the 
squawks and grunts and screeches from 
the barnyard than music; and the fi- 
nales of some of these “orchestra” pieces 
sound like a chorus of agonized wails 
from the lower regions. I think if Amos 
should hear one of those renditions, 
amazing though his vocabulary for de- 
nunciation, he would be at a loss for 
words. And do we “drink wine in 
bowls”? Statistics show that the United 
States liquor bill for 1958 was over 
nine billion dollars! “And anoint them- 
selves with the chief ointments.” The 
record is that the United States spent 
in 1958 for cosmetics two billions. 


Fellows, we are a wonderful nation— 
a wonderful people—now considered 
the strongest state in the world; but it 
is not at all outside the possibilities that 
we are putting too much trust in “the 
mountain of Samaria” (Fort Knox with 
its store of the world’s gold) and that, 
great as we are, we might “go captive 
with the first that go captive.” Baby- 
lon has a covetous eye upon us. Won’t 
you make up your mind to do what 
you can with your life as a Christian 
to prevent that calamity? 





My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
RBERT HOOVER once said that 


our country’s “great danger is 
Suicide by complacence with evil,” 
meaning the general indifference of 
the people to wickedness in govern- 
ment. That could have been said to Is- 
Tael in the days of the Prophet Amos. 


Last week we read in Amos 5 that the 
poor were being oppressed, the good 
afflicted, and the judges taking bribes 
from the rich so that the poor could 
get no justice in the courts. Amos 
warned Israel to repent, telling them 
that because of these sins the northern 
kingdom would be carried into cap- 
tivity. 


July 2, 1960 (Lesson for July 17) 


Some rich people were cheating 
others to get more wealth for them- 
selves, and taking everything they 
could get from the poor. Other rich 
people, who were not so wicked, would 
also be carried into captivity. Let us 
read Amos 6:1-8 to find out why this 
judgment would come. 


This passage of Scripture does not 
accuse these others of cheating and 
taking bribes, but they are accused of 
being wholly selfish. They relied for 
their country’s safety on the surround- 
ing mountains instead of trusting in 
the Lord. The verses we have just 
read picture lives of ease, luxury, and 
pleasure. To live in fine homes, wear 
fine clothes, have abundance of food, 
and continual amusement is the goal 
of many Americans today, as it was 
the goal of many Israelites in Amos’s 
day. But notice the end of verse 6. 
These rich people were so busy en- 
joying themselves that they cared 
nothing for the poor they could see 
everywhere being wronged. They did 
not try to help others, only to please 
themselves. For this complete selfish- 
ness in the wealthy citizens, verse 8 
says that they will be among the first 
to go into captivity. Those who did 
not care that others were wronged 
would go into captivity along with the 
other rich men who did the oppressing 
of the poor. 


This has serious implications for us: 
People in the world, even people in 
our own country, are being wronged 
and ill-treated. What are we doing to 
help them? People are dying in their 
sins. What are we doing to point them 
to Christ? If we are living just to get 
nice things for ourselves and to have 
a good time, in what way are we better 
than these Israelites to whom Amos 
preached? 

Our United States seems so big and 
strong we are in danger of forgetting 
that our real security comes from God. 
Many thoughtful people are worried 
today about destruction that could 
come to us from some foreign power. 
But others are more concerned by signs 
that America has turned from God. 
Our country was founded by people 
who were seeking freedom to worship 
God! We have been called a Christian 
country. When my mother attended 
school in Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, and 
Minnesota, the Bible was read and 
prayer offered every morning. On 
Sunday mornings her family and hun- 
dreds of others walked to church car- 
rying their Bibles. In their homes, in 
the schools, and in God’s house, chil- 
dren were taught truthfulness, honesty, 
obedience, and kindness. 


Now a large per cent of our popu- 
lation treat the Lord’s Day as a 
holiday, instead of a holy day. Many 
people joke about lying and other sins, 
making fun of those conscientiously 
doing their duty. To get money quickly 
and spend it lavishly have too often re- 
placed the law-abiding, justice-seeking, 
God-fearing spirit of our ancestors. 
Justice, consideration for the rights of 
others, and obedience to the laws of 





the land were the foundations of our 
country. 

Psalm 11:3 says, “If the foundations 
be destroyed, what can the righteous 
do?” What can we do? We can pray 
for our country and our leaders. We 
can be concerned about those who are 
unjustly treated, those who are un- 
happy, and those who are unsaved, 
and watch for opportunities to help 
them. 

The safety of our country depends 
on God, just as truly as the safety of 
our souls. In the last chapter of Amos, 
verse 8, the prophet says to Israel, 
“Behold the eyes of the Lord God are 
upon the sinful kingdom, and I will 
destroy it from off the face of the 
earth.” No wrongdoers can get out of 
God’s sight or escape His judgment. 

Two hundred years before Amos, the 
southern kingdom had been in grave 
danger from a great Ethiopian army. 
Before the battle, the King of Judah 
prayed, “Lord, it is nothing with thee 
to help, whether with many, or with 
them that have no power: help us, O 
Lord our God; for we rest on thee, and 
in thy name we go against this mul- 
titude” (2 Chron. 14:11). God gave 
Judah a great victory, and the enemy 
was defeated. 

If our country turns from sin to this 
same great God, we have nothing to 
fear. But trusting in anything other 
than in Him is vain. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Loyalty to the Right 
(Amos 6:4-8; 5:14, 15) 
SE the pledge to the American and 
to the Christian flag this quarter. 
The pledge to the Christian flag is: 
“I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag 
and to the Saviour for whose Kingdom 
it stands; one Saviour, crucified, risen, 
and coming again, with life and liberty 
for all who believe.” 

What did Amos see in his country 
that God could not approve and would 
punish? What would Amos see if he 
came to our country? (Discuss the 
newspaper items _ collected.) What 
would Amos see even among the chil- 
dren? And yet these same boys and 
girls repeat the pledge every morning 
in school: “I pledge allegiance . . . lib- 
erty and justice for all.” Then they 
shirk their work, cheat in their games, 
and push their little brothers around! 
And if they are Christians, too, how 
little they follow their Saviour! 

Today Amos goes past the gate with 
its crooked judges, past the market 
with its cheating merchants ever get- 
ting richer as the poor get poorer. Up 
the streets of the capital city of Samaria 
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he tramps. What palaces of huge 
blocks of marble! Ivory furniture! 
All-day parties with men sprawled out 
on banquet couches, dolled up in finery, 
with expensive perfumes, feasting on 
the best lamb and beef, drinking great 
bowls of wine, singing foolish popular 
songs, with all the latest musical in- 
struments to accompany them! Just 
having a good time for themselves! 
No thought of God! No worry about 
the poor people who slave for them! 
No concern for what their country is 
coming to! They think they are the 
most important men in the country, 
the leading citizens. Just wait! Soon 
they will be leaders in something else, 
the very first in a line of prisoners to 
be marched off to a foreign land! (On 
the flannelboard, if you cannot picture 
the festivity above, you can picture the 
line of prisoners standing by the city 
wall, richly clothed men at the head, 
soldiers stationed around.) Where will 
their banqueting and singing be then? 
Can it be possible that their strong city 
on a hill with its great protecting wall 
could be captured? Surely no army 
can do that! 

Listen to Amos’s bold words from 
God! Marilyn will read about the ban- 
quet (Amos 6:4), Ronald about the 
music (v. 5), Sam about the drinking 
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(v. 6), Sally about the prisoners (v. 
7), and Donald why the city is going to 
be captured (v. 8). But first perhaps 
we should explain some names. Do 
you remember, back in the stories of 
Jacob and Joseph, that Jacob’s name 
was changed to Israel and that he had 
twelve sons? Can you name some of 
the sons? (Exod. 1:2-5.) Each of these 
sons’ families became a tribe. Joseph’s 
two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, be- 
came tribes, too. So here the men’s 
names mean the whole country or the 
whole tribe. Ready to read? 

There is just one chance to escape 
all this trouble. That is why Amos 
has come. Listen again as Esther reads 
Amos’s words (5:14, 15). Did they 
change? No. They loved their own 
way too much. And so they were car- 
ried prisoner far away and _ suffered 
many troubles. But God promised 
through Amos that some would be left 
and come back. They are going back 
right now to the land of Israel. (Read 
9:8, 9, 14, 15, and show a modern pic- 
ture of homes or farms in Palestine, 
such as the National Geographic Mag- 
azine, Dec., 1950, p. 740.) 

I wonder what Amos would say from 
God about the way we waste our time 
and money—living for fun instead of 
for God and good. Those TV programs 
of sin and crime! Crime comic books! 
Rock-and-roll records! “Seek good, 
and not evil ... and so the Lord, the 
God of hosts, shall be with you” (Amos 
5:14, Memory Verse). 

Can you read Amos’ whole book this 
week? 

Orono, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons ier the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Security Must Be Checked Person- 

ally—Let him that thinketh he stand- 
eth take heed lest he fall (1 Cor. 10:12, 
Golden Text). At an airport recently 
we were sitting watching a plane that 
had come in from across the seas and 
that was going still farther on. When 
it came in, the petrol [gasoline] tankers 
went out to it, the pipes were con- 
nected up, and the tanks were filled. 
Then, when the filling-up process was 
completed, I noticed a very interest- 
ing thing. One of the officers of the 
plane went round the petrol tanks test- 
ing each one with a dip-stick to see 
that the level was right. You see, the 
point is, he was determined to make 
certain for himself. No doubt the me- 
chanics who filled up the tanks would 
have told him that the tanks were 
full; no doubt on his instrument board 
there were gauges that registered that 
the tanks were full. But the officer 


was not content with that: the amount 
of petrol in the tanks was a matter of 
life and death for him and for his pas- 
sengers, and nothing less would do than 
that he should make certain for him- 


self—From the British Weekly. Sent 
by the Rev. Norman Hillyer, Near Hert- 
ford, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Formidable-Looking but Impotent.— 
Woe to them that are at ease in Zion 
(Amos 6:1). Roy B. Guild tells the 
following: “A few months ago while 
touring near Alexandria, I noticed two 
Turkish warships, which I immediately 
proceeded to photograph. The captain 
on the vessel on which we were sailing 
noticed my interest in them and said 
with a smile, ‘Yes, Mr. Guild, they 
look formidable, but they are perfectly 
harmless. They were anchored there 
eight years ago, and haven’t turned a 
wheel since.’ That’s mighty like some 
church members I know—joined to a 
church, anchored to a pew for eight 
years, and never turned a wheel.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, 
Pa. 


Learn From History or Repeat It.— 
Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from 
thence go ye to Hamath the great 
(Amos 6:2). George Santayana, the 
famous philosopher, once wrote, “Those 
who refuse to learn from history are 
condemned to repeat it.” It seems to- 
day that our civilization refuses to 
learn from the ruin of great nations of 
the past.—From the Prairie Overcomer. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. 


The High Cost of Rest.—That lie 
upon beds of ivory, and stretch them- 
selves upon their couches (Amos 6:4). 
A British manufacturer, D. V. Bliss, 
of Birmingham, has made 13 deluxe 
beds, which sell for $7,000 each. An 
American has just purchased one! The 
bed comes equipped with mink bed- 
spread, adjustable, electrically heated 
mattress, inset television and radio sets 
and a phonograph. Other purchasers of 
the $7,000 deluxe beds include the sheiks 
of Bahrein and Qatar. $7,000 seems an 
enormous price to pay for bodily rest; 
but these purchasers evidently feel that 
if these single beds give them the rest 
they desire, they are well worth the 
price. Believe it or not, rest of con- 
science, of mind, of heart—rest for time 
and eternity—can be had by respond- 
ing to this invitation voiced by the 
Lord Jesus: “Come unto me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28) Sin 
has caused all the unrest in the world. 
The Lord Jesus has settled the sin 
question for all who believe, by dying 
for our sins and rising for our justifi- 
cation. 

Happy the person who can say: 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
. a —_ Me and gs ‘ 
ay down, thou weary one, lay do 
Thy head upon My foonet™ ies 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad; 
I found in Him a resting place, 
And He has made me glad! 


—From Now. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











N ' 
th 
was | 
His d 


July | 








iount 
er of 
pas- 
than 
him- 
Sent 
Tert- 


nt.— 
Zion 
the 
vhile 
two 
ately 
otain 
iling 
said 
they 
ectly 
here 
ed a 
some 
to a 
eight 
1.” — 
Sent 
DUTY, 


Bliss, 
luxe 
An 


bed- 
sated 
sets 
rs of 
1eiks 
s an 
rest; 
that 
rest 
the 
con- 
time 
ond- 
the 
| ye 
nd I 
Sin 
orld. 
sin 
ying 
stifi- 








Intemperance Destroys.—That drink 
wine in bowls (Amos 6:6). There is 
a sin called gluttony, which means 
eating and eating, drinking and drink- 
ing, and not knowing when to stop. 
People used to call it a deadly sin be- 
cause it deadened your finer feelings, 
and dulled your sense of God! One 
form of that sin is the unwise use of 
those liquors which are called intoxi- 
cating: beer, wine, and spirits like gin 
and brandy and whisky. They all con- 
tain a substance called alcohol, which, 
when it is taken into the body, makes 
its way to the brain, and causes people 
to have less control of themselves and 
sometimes to lose control of themselves 
altogether. They act foolishly and stu- 
pidly, and reel and totter to and fro. 
Their speech becomes thick; they can 
neither see straight nor walk straight; 
they are helpless, or for the time being, 
mad.—From The Christian Citizen. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Pledges Failed but Not Jesus Christ. 
—Therefore now shall they go captive 
with the first that go captive (Amos 
6:7). Melvin Trotter, who, after his 
conversion, became a mighty preacher, 
said, “There was not anything that I 
knew about that I had not gone through. 
I had taken cure after cure. I had 
taken everything known to science, and 
I had made resolution after resolution. 
I could no more stay sober than I could 
fly. When my liberty depended upon 
it, I would lose my liberty, because I 
would break my pledge. I have signed 
the pledge with my own blood. I 
promised the judge never to drink to 
the longest day I lived, and I went 
right out and did it over again. But 
just one glimpse of Jesus Christ, and I 
have never wanted a drink from that 


instant to  this!”"—From “Knowing 
Christ,” a tract by Walter Brown 
Knight. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 


peka, Kans. 


The World’s Jumbled Price Tags.— 
I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and 
hate his palaces (Amos 6:8). Arch- 
bishop Temple once said that the world 
was much like a beautiful shop win- 
dow into which some malicious person 
had entered by night and switched 
around all the price tags. The things 
of greatest enduring value are so 
marked down that the world thinks 
them worthless, and shoddy items have 
been marked with a high price tag so 
that the world thinks them of value.— 
From Church Advocate. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


S2sie/ 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N THE long, long ago, long before 
the Lord Jesus lived on earth, God 
was brokenhearted because of the way 
His dear people were sinning. He had 
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wanted His particular people to live 
godly lives. He wanted them to be 
examples to the nations who prayed to 
and worshiped false, make-believe gods. 
Instead of being examples, God’s peo- 
ple were following the example of the 
unbelievers. Imagine that! But do you 
know what? Many Christians in our 
day are doing the same thing. Some- 
times, I am sorry to say, even grown- 
ups (who should know better!) as well 
as children, live much like those who 
are not Christians. They go to many 
of the same places. They do many of 
the same things. They dress and act 
so much the same. As a result, it is 
very often difficult to tell which ones 
are the Christians. And God wants His 
people to be set apart—to be different. 


God was sad about the sin of the long 
ago. He is sad about the sin today. 
Always He sends someone to warn His 
people of their sin. Then, He sent 
Amos, a prophet, who cried, “Seek 
good, and not evil . . . Hate the evil, 
and love the good” (Amos 5:14, 15). 
This is a command to be obeyed, boys 
and girls. The Lord Jesus wants to 
make your heart His home. .He wants 
you to have life (v. 14a)—eternal life. 
And if already your heart is His home, 
then He wants you to let Him make 
your heart His throne, so that He can 
be the King of your life. Will you ask 
Him to be that? 


URUGUAY NEEDS THE GOSPEL 


Multitudes being reached by open- 
air meetings in plaza and market 
places, radio, child evangelism 

asses, prison work, tract distribu 
tion, etc. 1,000 enrolled in corre- 
spondence Bible courses. Your 
prayers and pt will help complete 
much-needed church in strategic 
location in the capital city with a 
million people. 

100% Faith Work 
Conducted by Uruguayan Nationals. Planting in- 
pe me a churches on Pauline principles. First Bible 
school in the country established. Hold up the 
hands of devoted native workers. Swell their num- 
ber with your prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
Box 70-T, Fresno, California 





Rev. F. V. Daboild 
Founder- Director 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


Evangelical Christianity to no longer 
by-pass our American Negroes in its 
prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by - 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
assistance of white visiting teachers. Let 
us be your agents in extending sound 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
group. Investigation invited. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 
Talmadge Sutton, Dean : 
James Hightower, Superintendent 














full COLOR, large size. 


into compact roll. 


STORY-O-GRAPHS 


FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 
Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O- 
Graph Bible characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, 


13 colorful hand painted backgrounds 
Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds 


Write for FREE folder and price list to 
P.O. BOX 145M, Dept. T 





Pasadena, California 











These tracts contain nothing but Scrip- 
ture and are very effective when crushed 
and dropped on the street. They look like 
money, and people will pick them up almost 
as fast as you throw them away. Only Eter- 
nity will tell the results as you faithfully sow 
the seed of God. Send for yours today. $1.00 
per 100. 

At Leading Book Stores . . or 


THE BIBLE CRUSADERS 
P.O. Box 777, Dept. T-3 Seattle 11, Wash. 





Money Thrown Away, That Reaps a Harvest 


Gospel Money Tract... 

















KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


-... rightly dividing 





the word of truth. 
2 TIMOTHY 2:15 







Tune in each Sunday over 
ABC AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 


Write today for your FREE radio log 
P.O. Box 22, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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Among Us Teachers: Amos, in his 
long-ago-day, cried, “Woe to them that 
are at ease in Zion.” His warning 
needs to be cried again today through- 
out the length and breadth of our be- 
loved land. It is a warning much 
needed for Primary Sunday school 
teachers. Not in every place, by any 
means, but in altogether too many 
places, the Primary teacher is not bring- 
ing her pupils to the point of receiving 
Christ Jesus as Saviour. Without the 
Lord Jesus in the heart, without the 
Word of God planted firmly in the life, 
the children become victims of the 
machinations of the Devil. The sin 
that results is heartbreaking. 

Almost unbelievably immoral condi- 
tions exist among some young people 
today. As I write, my eyes are filled 
. with tears at the recollection of some 
incidents that have been told me. Some- 
how or other we must be made to 
realize that sin is abounding every- 
where. And, unless we prepare our 
Primaries for the onslaughts of Satan, 
they will fall victim to this sinful age. 
Remember! Teaching them about the 
Lord Jesus is not enough. They must 
receive Him as Saviour and enthrone 
Him as Lord if they are to stand fast 
against the wiles of the Devil. 

In the space allotted to this column, 
it is quite impossible to give anything 
in detail—especially the giving of the 
invitation to the children. Next week 
we shall try to give some things to be 
remembered and used in leading chil- 
dren to Christ. Do pray that the Lord 
will use you, dear teacher, to lead each 
child in your class to the One who 
said, “It is not the will of your Father 
which is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish” (Matt. 18: 
14). 

MILLERSVILLE, PA. 


we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 521) 


1. Zion and Samaria were capital 
cities of Judah and Israel respectively. 

2. They had been destroyed. 

3. They were indifferent. 

4. They “put away the evil day.” 

5. They indulged themselves in ease 
and pleasures. 

6. “The affliction of Joseph” refers 
to the divided and powerless condition 
of God’s people. 

7. These leaders of the northern king- 
dom would go first into captivity. 

8. They were resting in a false se- 
curity inasmuch as they depended on 
their prosperity rather than on God. 

9. We are always in danger of trust- 
ing to things instead of the Lord Him- 
self. 

10. Simon Peter. 

WEstT PaLm BEACH, FLA. 


we 


God may not give us an easy journey 
to the Promised Land, but He will give 
us a safe one——Horatius Bonar. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, July 17 


2. Our Songs 
(Col. 3:16; Eph. 5:19) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

S WE saw when preparing for the 

first topic in this series of “Mid- 
summer Musings,” the four topics in 
this séries are not intended to be ex- 
haustive studies, but rather should be 
informal discussions. We should not 
attempt, therefore, a serious study of 
hymnody this week, but rather we 
might have an outdoor singspiration 
type of meeting, using the favorite 
hymns or choruses of those present, 
hymns that can perhaps be sung from 
memory. Then follow up the sing with 
a spontaneous discussion of the hymns 
that have been sung and what they 
mean to us. 

ve 


Here ,again, you will want to have a 
number of thought-provoking questions 
ready to serve as discussion starters. 
Among them could be these, “What 
should a good hymn or Gospel song 
have in it?” “What is most important, 
a catchy tune or a real message?” 
“What about some of the popular, semi- 
religious songs that appear on modern 
lists of hits? Are they worth while?” 
“What do such songs lack that good 
hymns or Gospel songs have?” 


4 


As in last week’s meeting, the leader 
should be prepared, or have someone 
present on whom he can call, to give a 
thoughtful and Scriptural summation, 
so that the discussion does not end 
with merely a variety of opinions. It 
is well to point out that because a song 
mentions God or Heaven or some Bible 
story does not necessarily mean it is 
worth while. In the main, a song that 
becomes widely popular is almost cer- 
tain to have no real Christian message, 
otherwise it would not be sung by 
those who have no time for Christian 
things. Among such songs are the imi- 
tation “spirituals” with their jazz or 
“beat” rhythms. Many of the original 
Negro spirituals came out of the deep 
experience of a suffering people, and 
showed genuine aspiration and longing 
and Christian faith, The modern imi- 
tation spirituals are lacking in any 
such background and show little or no 
Christian experience. 


se 


The leader of the meeting should 
stress the many admonitions to be 
found in the Scriptures to sing as a 
means of praising God. The Psalms 
are full of calls to worship and praise. 
Good examples are Psalms 30, 33, 47, 
66, 81, 89, 92, 95, 96, 98, 100. We may 
learn from these Psalms some of the 


things that should be included in our 
Christian songs—praise to God for what 
He is, for His mercy, for His glory, 
for His holiness, for salvation and help, 
for His wondrous works, and thanks- 
giving for His mercy and help. Such 
Psalms should help us in evaluating 
the contents of our hymns and Chris- 
tian songs. 


se 


The verses chosen for our Scripture 
lesson for this topic mention teaching 
and admonition as a part of our “psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs.” A 
careful choice of the music in our 
young people’s meetings can be an im- 
portant means of supplementing the 
spoken message. It behooves us, then, 
to avoid a lazy method of repeatedly 
relying on the device; “Shall we sing? 
Has anyone a favorite?” There is a 
time for singing favorites, as in this 
present meeting, but we should not 
overuse or misuse such a method when 
we can, with time and thought, choose 
hymns and Gospel songs that will il- 
lumine or drive home the spoken mes- 
sage. 


bg 


Notice also the emphasis in these 
two verses on grace in the heart and 
melody in the heart. How much do 
you really think about the words of 
the hymns you sing? Without a gen- 
uine love and devotion in the heart, 
the singing of some hymns can be al- 
most a mockery. For example, when 
you sing, “I’ll go where you want me 
to go, dear Lord,” do you mean it? 
When you sing, “I surrender all,” would 
an unconverted person in your meeting 
who knows you well have some doubt 
that you have made a full surrender? 
Let us be honest in our hymn singing, 
and if we are reminded of a need as we 
sing, let us quietly ask God to meet that 
need and to make our singing a real 
testimony and a heart expression of 
our love and devotion and thankful- 
ness. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Shall a Roman Catholic 
Be President? 


UMEROUS requests from readers 

have urged THE SuNnpDAY SCHOOL 
Times to reprint the article, “Shall a 
Roman Catholic Be President?” by J. 
B. Rowell, Th.D., which appeared in 
the February 6, 1960, issue. 

The Times is glad to announce that 
reprints are now available postpaid at 
25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, $6 
for five hundred, or $10 a thousand. 
They are on a single sheet with ample 
room on the reverse side for your 
church or Sunday school or organi- 
zation imprint. The modest cost makes 
possible a wide distribution. 

Address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St. Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the Rowell re- 
print. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


God’s 
(Augsburg Pub. House, Minneapolis 15; 
$1.95.) Prepared especially for young 
folks who are just becoming interested 
in the starry heavens, this forty-eight 
page book shows single-page diagrams 
of some of the more important constel- 
lations or groups of stars, and, on each 
page opposite, a description of the con- 
stellation is given, with instructions on 
how to find it easily in the sky, and in- 
teresting facts concerning it and the 
individual stars that make up the group. 
Many of the Bible verses that mention 
the stars are quoted in full from the Re- 
vised Standard Version, and attention 
is called to the fact that the stars are 
part of God’s marvelous creation and 
that many believe that their ancient 
names and their arrangement in the sky 
show that they were used in ancient 
times to picture the story of the coming 
Saviour. A simple map of the entire 
heavens is shown on the inside back 
cover of the book with a sheet of acetate 
that can be cut out and used with this 
map so as to show the exact portion of 
the sky that is visible at any hour of 
the night on any day or month of the 
year. 


we 


Children at Home 


Runaway Rowboat 


By Neal Neitzel 


ATE on a Friday afternoon in the 
spring, Bobby Carter was hiking 
home from school. His house was in 
the country, almost two miles from 
school, but Bobby liked to walk. He 
was hiking along the gravel road near 
the roaring, fast-moving Black River 
when he stopped, listening. 
“Help! Please help us!” 
heard a frightened girl’s voice cry. 
Bobby looked all around. Then he 
Saw the runaway rowboat being car- 
ried downstream. There were two lit- 
tle girls crouched in the bottom of the 
dipping, twisting old rowboat as it 
Sped through the angrily roaring waters. 
Bobby dropped his schoolbooks and 
Taced toward the riverbank. He stum- 
bled and fell, but he wasn’t hurt. Getting 


Bobby 
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Stars. By Fritz A. Callies. 


up quickly, Bobby ran on, hurrying just 
as fast as he could. 


The two frightened little girls in the 
boat were crying and screaming. Not 
far ahead of the rowboat huge rocks 
and boulders jutted out of the muddy 
swirl of raging waters. Bobby knew 
that if the old rowboat was not stopped 
at once, it would be smashed on those 
rocks! 

The current was swinging the small 
boat around, carrying it closer to shore. 
Bobby reached the riverbank and 
looked around desperately for a long 
tree branch, or anything he could use 
to poke against the\ rowboat to guide it 
safely to shore. 

“My sister and I can’t swim!” one of 
the little girls shouted, her eyes wide 
and afraid as she stared at Bobby. 
“Please help us! Please!” 


In a moment the rowboat would be 
Swept past the place where Bobby 
stood on the bank. There just was not 
time to wait. 

“Please, God! Help me to save 
them!” Bobby cried desperately. Then 
he plunged into the chilly, churning 
current. The water was up to his 
knees as he struggled to keep his bal- 
ance, wading out toward the runaway 
rowboat. 

Higher and higher the water rose 
around him as he neared the side of 
the old boat. The water swirled around 
Bobby’s waist as his arms stretched out 
just as far as he could reach. 

“There! I’ve got it!” Bobby yelled 
as his fingers closed around the side of 
the old green rowboat. Pulling and 
tugging with all his might, Bobby 
slowly backed and swung the boat in 
toward the quiet waters near shore. 

“Oh! You have saved us!” cried the 
little girl with the pretty yellow hair, 
her eyes shining with happiness while 
tears rolled down her cheeks. 


Bobby grunted and pulled, hauling 
the rowboat part way up the grassy 
bank. Puffing hard and soaking wet, 
Bobby still was able to grin as the two 
little girls climbed out of the rowboat. 

A car had stopped on the road near 
the river. A man and woman got out 
of the car and hurried toward the 
riverbank. 

“Ann! Susan! Are both of you all 
right?” the woman called anxiously. 


Both little girls raced through the 
grassy field and clung to their mother. 
Bobby started walking away. Now 
that the runaway rowboat had been 
caught and the two little girls were 
safely ashore with their mother and 
father, Bobby knew that everything 
was going to be just fine. 


“Wait a minute, young fellow!” called 
the tall, dark-haired man, walking rap- 
idly after Bobby. “We drove up in 
time to see what a brave, wonderful 
job you did. Mother and I were sick 
with worry when Susan and Ann dis- 
appeared. They had been playing in 
that old green rowboat, but I had the 
boat tied to a post. The rope must 


have broken and the rowboat was swept 
out into the river.” 
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Write today for your FREE descriptive 
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“That is what I thought must have 
happened,” Bobby said. He was shiver- 
ing in the chilly spring air. 

“What you did just now was the 
bravest deed I have ever seen,” said the 
tall man, smiling down at Bobby. “Your 
name is Bobby Carter, isn’t it?” 

Bobby nodded. 

- “Walking in to school every day is 
quite a long hike,” said the man. 

“Yes, but I don’t really mind,” Bobby 
replied. “Some day, if I keep on sav- 
ing my allowance money, I will have 
a bicycle, but for now, walking is just 
fine.” 

It was becoming late. The sun was 
already half-hidden behind the trees. 
And Bobby was both cold and wet. 
He said good-by to the man, waved 
at the two little girls and their mother, 
then hurried back to the road. After 
picking up his books, Bobby ran all 
the rest of the way home. 
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The next day was Saturday. Bobby 
slept late on Saturday morning. He 
was just finishing his breakfast when 
the delivery truck drove into the yard. 
Bobby blinked in surprise when he 
saw the shiny new red bike being car- 
ried from the truck. 

“That can’t be for me!” Bobby told 
the delivery man. 

“If your name is Bobby Carter, then 
it certainly is your new bicycle,” the 
delivery man said, smiling. 

“But, it will be at least another year 
before I have enough money saved!” 
Bobby said, admiring the bright red 
two-wheeler bicycle. 

“No, the bike is yours—and it is al- 
ready paid for,” said the delivery man. 
“The father and mother of those two 
little girls in that runaway rowboat 
wanted you to have it. A brave boy 
like you deserves to have a bike, they 
told me to tell you.” The delivery 
man patted Bobby’s shoulder. Then he 
climbed back in his truck and drove 
back toward town. 

Most of the year the Black River is 
only a small, slowly flowing little 
creek. But every time Bobby rides 
past on his new red bike, he remem- 
bers the runaway rowboat. And every 
time Bobby prays, he remembers to 
include a special thanks to God for 
helping him! 

WATERTOWN, WIs. 
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Where Do Our Souls Go 
When We Die? 


(Continued from page 516) 


Meanwhile the spirits of the unsaved 
continue to go to Hades and will re- 
main there until the judgment of the 
great white throne, one thousand years 
after Christ returns (Rev. 20:5). Then 
the wicked dead will be raised to stand 
before the great white throne and to be 
judged for their works and for the fact 
that their names are not written in the 
book of life (Rev. 20:12-15). After this 
they will be cast into the lake of fire, 
there to remain forever. 





4 family “A 


a orship : 














By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 11 to 17 


Mon.—Amos 6:1-7. Dangers of Luxury. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe to them that 
are at ease in Zion.” Next to pride, the 
easiest and the most pleasing of all sins 
is the love of ease. And when this sin 
is found in those who assemble with 
God’s people, while only nominal mem- 
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bers of the Body of. Christ, they are 
exposed to the “woe” mentioned in 
our text. About the worst place on 
earth for an unconverted person to 
make his or her abode is in God’s 
Church. “Christ . . . loved the church, 
and gave himself for it; that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the wash- 
ing of water by the word, that he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27). 
Pray for Arizona Bible Institute, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 


Tues.—Jeremiah 22:3-9. 
The Sin of Oppression. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Execute ye 
judgment and righteousness, and de- 
liver the spoiled out of the hand of the 
oppressor.” This sin will increase as 
time moves on. “Evil men and se- 
ducers shall wax worse and worse” 
(2 Tim. 3:13; see also 2 Pet. 2:3; Amos 
8:5). Let all of us, especially men of 
affairs, beware of covetousness, the sin 
that drowns men in ungodliness and 
perdition (See 1 Tim. 6:8-11). In the 
“last days” men shall be greedy of 
gain (See 2 Tim. 3:1-5). “Having food 
and raiment let us be therewith con- 
tent” (1 Tim. 6:8). This was the sort 
of life our Lord had when here. He 
had “food and raiment” but “not where 
to lay his head.” Yet He was perfectly 
content. “Godliness with contentment 
is great gain” (1 Tim. 6:6). Pray for 
The Evangelical Bible Institute, Sa- 
vannah, Ga. 


Wed.—Jeremiah 2:17-22. False Hope. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Though thou 
wash thee with nitre, and take thee 
much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked 
before me, saith the Lord God.” The 
false and the true are side by side, 
like the broad road and the narrow 
way. Preferential religions are a snare 
and a delusion. It is the Lord’s voice 
behind us that tells us the way to go. 
“Thine ears shall hear a word behind 
thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye 
in it, when ye turn to the right hand, 
and when ye turn to the left” (Isa. 
30:21). You see we have all turned 
our backs on God. Conversion is a 
complete round-about-face toward God 
our Saviour. Religious forms are all 
in vain, our trust must be in Jesus’ 
name. Pray for The Biola School of 
Missionary Medicine, Los Angeles. 


Thurs.—Amos 9:11-15. 
Promise of Restoration. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In that day will 
I raise up the tabernacle of David that 
is fallen, and close up the breaches 
thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, 
and I will build it as in the days of 
old.” The miracle promised is evi- 
dently happening right before our eyes. 
In going over the land we were amazed 
to see it taking on the appearance of 
a beautiful garden. Prophecy is one 
of the great proofs of the divine in- 
spiration of the Bible. Only God who 
lives in eternity, could foresee the glori- 
ous end of Israel’s land and their re- 


it from all nations under 
With such signs Christians 
should wake up and make every pos- 
sible good use of the closing period of 


turn to 
Heaven. 


this age of grace. “Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem” (Psa. 122:6). 


Fri—Psalm 31:14-24. 
Security in God’s Goodness, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My times are 
in thy hand.” And only there are 
they safe. What better hands could 
you find to order and direct your path- 
way through life than those wounded 
hands of Christ, who said: “Not my 
will, but thine, be done” (Luke 22:42). 


Led by Him, the way will be right, 


faith will be bright, and the path will 


be light. How good God is only suf- 
ferers know! Who comforteth like 
Him? “The comfort wherewith we 


ourselves are comforted of God” (2 
Cor. 1:3, 4). How secure! (see John 
10:28.) Pray for The New York Gospel 
Mission to the Jews, N. Y. 


Sat.—2 Timothy 1:8-12. 
Know Whom To Believe. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I know whom 
I have helieved, and am_ persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against that 
day.” How safe and satisfying it is to 
commit the soul into the safekeeping 
of God. How assuring is His word of 
promise in John 10:28! Commit the 
keeping of your soul “to Him in well 
doing, as unto a faithful Creator” (1 Pet. 
4:19). His word of truth is strong as 
that which built the sky. The arm that 
holds creation up can guard His chil- 
dren well. Are you resting upon His 
faithfulness? Pray for Scripture Press, 
Wheaton, Ill. 


Sun.—Proverbs 3:5-12. 
Our Insight Insufficient. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Trust in the 
Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 
unto thine own understanding.” This 
is the first lesson of the Christian life, 
which is the life of faith. “Faith 
cometh by hearing ... the word of 
God.” It comes by believing God ac- 
tively by obeying His commandments, 
which are not grievous. The mind of 
Christ is to be ours for all of life and 
service. It is His will of self-will for 
every one of us. It is wisdom or folly: 
but it will be wisdom if we are guided 
by God’s Word of wisdom and knowl- 
edge. “Thou through thy command- 
ments hast made me wiser than mine 
enemies: for they are ever with me. 
I have more understanding than all 
my teachers: for thy testimonies are 
my meditation” (Psa. 119:98, 99). Pray 
for Mid-South Bible College, Memphis, 
Tenn. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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